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In contemporary Vietham—a country characterized by the persistence of Vietnamese state-nationalism, the emergence of overseas Vietnamese trans-
nationalism, and the increasing presence of global models of culture production—charismatic musicians propel traditional music performance primarily
through their ability to amass followers. | focus specifically upon the performance and pedagogical practices of Nguyén Vinh Béo, a master musician of nhac
tai tir Nam bé [the music of talented amateurs] based in H6 Chi Minh City. | borrow from both Max Weber’s descriptions of charismatic authority and
contemporary theoretical work on the nature of charismatic leadership to suggest that he does not cater to the predetermined needs of followers but
specifies new dangers threatening the survival of a community or scene of traditional music performance and offers innovative solutions to overcome these dangers.
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