


Panel One
2:30 PM

Ashley Carruthers, Lecturer, 
Archaeology and Anthropology, 
Australian National University
Maria Tran, co-founder, Vietlish!
VVietlish! New Media of 
the Vietnamese Diaspora

Stephanie Rabia, Instructor, 
Communications, 
LaSalle College of Antipolo, 
Philippines
The Igorot in the 
WWorld Wide Web: 
Exploring the Igorot 
Ethnic Identity Through 
the Communicative Act of 
Blogging

Chuong-Dai Vo, PhD candidate, 
Literature, UC San Diego
The Image as The Image as Truth: 
History-Making and 
Disorientation 
in Hong-An TruongÕs 
Adaptation Fever 

DISCUSSANT: 
Toby Miller, Professor, 
Media and Cultural Studies, Media and Cultural Studies, 
UC Riverside

Friday, 
October 2

Panel Two
4:00 PM

Lily Ann Bolo Villaraza, 
PhD candidate, 
History, Northern Illinois Univ.
Power Plays: The Seditious 
SarsuwelaSarsuwela genre and 
the Sedition Act of 1901

Angela A. Mascarenas, 
PhD candidate, 
Sociology, University of Illinois at 
Chicago
Performing Cultural Disruptions: 
audience reception and audience reception and 
the performance of 
collective memory 
in Noel AlumitÕs 
Mr. & Mrs. LaQuesta Go Dancing

Ruth Pe Palileo, PhD candidate, 
Drama and Performance, 
TTrinity College, Ireland
Performing an Aesthetics of Excess 
versus an Aesthetics of Poverty 
in the Philippines

DISCUSSANT: 
Christine Balance, 
Assistant Professor,
Asian American Studies,Asian American Studies,
UC Irvine

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     RECEPTION to follow
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    6:30 PM

Panel Three
9:00 AM

Stephanie Santos, 
PhD candidate, 
WomenÕs Studies, 
UC Los Angeles
Ò Home away from homeÓ : Ò Home away from homeÓ : 
Filipino transnational 
communities of sentiment

Thea Quiray Tagle, 
PhD candidate, 
Ethnic Studies, UC San Diego
Queer Zombies and 
Electric Dreams: Spectacle, Electric Dreams: Spectacle, 
Discipline, and Sexuality in 
the Philippines and 
United States

DISCUSSANT: 
Robert G. Diaz, 
Assistant Professor, 
English, English, 
Wayne State University

Media use has escalated greatly throughout the world, leading to more extensive and varied visibility of the arts.  
Using metaphors of the ocean in cooperation with the viral and the virtual ties popular imaginaries of Southeast Asia 
with the ability of media to spread and replicate ÒvirallyÓ.  As Jean Burgess uses Henry JenkinsÕ argument about the ÒspreadabilityÓ of values 
within the dynamic relationship between media and cultural production/consumption, ÒThrough reuse, reworking and redistribution, 
spreadable media content Ôgains greater resonance in the culture, taking on new meanings, finding new audiences, attracting new markets, 
and generating new valuesÕÓ (Burgess 2008, 3).  Media outputs then become ports of contact and inspiration for other members of the social network.and generating new valuesÕÓ (Burgess 2008, 3).  Media outputs then become ports of contact and inspiration for other members of the social network.

In this fascinating process, the arts are inevitably expanding and evolving into an outlet or carrier for (re)thinking identities in relation to 
socio-political and economic issues, discussed and solved in what Ien Ang et.al. calls the Òfield of cultureÓ (2000). This field contains uneven complexities, 
contradictory approaches, avoidances, identifications, disidentifications, collusion and conflict that form, articulate, and contest hybrid identities 
Ò in and through artistic expression, media representation, popular culture consumption, cultural criticism and intellectual reflectionÓ (Ang et. al., 2000:xxx).Ò in and through artistic expression, media representation, popular culture consumption, cultural criticism and intellectual reflectionÓ (Ang et. al., 2000:xxx).

The emphasis on the arts and media in this conference should open more comprehensive ways of thinking about Southeast Asia and its diasporas as a whole. 
This conference reflects on Arjun AppaduraiÕs call for a Ònew architecture of area studiesÓ which is driven by the concept of process geographiesÑ areas 
are spaces of action, interaction, and motion (Burgess 2004: 127).  The theme of Ôarts and media in everyday lifeÕ engages with these geographies in motion by 
highlighting the dynamic, multidirectional networks of culture within Southeast Asia and through its diasporic communities throughout the world in addition to highlighting the dynamic, multidirectional networks of culture within Southeast Asia and through its diasporic communities throughout the world in addition to 
addressing complexities that make a contribution to developing new approaches of thinking. 

We define media broadly to include (but is not limited to) genres of film, TV, radio, Internet, digital games. 
Media connects with various forms of the arts such as video installations, music, and theatre that bind and detach Southeast Asia and its diasporas. 
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Keynote
Speaker

10:30 AM

Rolando 
Tolentino

Dean,
College of Mass College of Mass 
Communication,

University of 
the Philippines,

Diliman

LUNCH to follow

Panel Five
1:45 PM

Edwin Christian Jurriens, 
Lecturer, 
Indonesian Studies, 
University of New South Wales
Critique, compliance and Critique, compliance and 
community: 
Indonesian video art 
across generations

Xavier Hernandez, MA candidate, 
Asian American Studies, 
San Francisco State University
Whose Face, Space, and Whose Face, Space, and 
Tube?: An Analysis of How 
Pilipino Cultural Night 
Performers Imagine 
Themselves and 
their Virtual Audience

Sudarat Musikawong, 
Assistant ProfessoAssistant Professor, Sociology, 
Siena College, NY
Representing Thai Labor 
Migrations: Immigrant 
Satellite Television

DISCUSSANT: 
Mariam Beevi-Lam, 
Assistant ProfessoAssistant Professor, 
Comparative Literature/SEATRiP, 
UC Riverside

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Saturday,
October 3

Panel Four
12:30 PM

Vivian Wong, PhD candidate, 
Information Studies, 
UC Los Angeles
Documenting Ò homeÓ  in 
the diaspora: the diaspora: 
Memory, records, and identities 
in the archival imaginary

Emily Hue, PhD candidate, 
American Studies, 
New York University
Configuring Burmese Diaspora 
through San Minnthrough San MinnÕs Attraction: 
Burmese Visual Art in Exile 
on the Internet

Melissa Wall, Associate Professor, 
Journalism, 
California State University, 
Northridge
TTreepon Kirdnak, Instructor, 
Journalism, Bangkok University
Siam Snapped: Uploading
Thai Muslims onto Flickr

DISCUSSANT: 
Tamara Ho,
Assistant Professor,
WWomenÕs Studies/SEATRiP,
UC Riverside


