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This talk examines the post-1898 course of formal U.S. empire, as the spectacle of military conquest 
gives way to putatively benevolent faces of annexation through such means as the educational and  
public health apparatuses.  As Reynaldo Ileto has noted of this forgetful and forgotten period in the   
Philippines, 'The image of the conquering [U.S.] soldier quickly became transformed into that of the   
crusading sanitation inspector'.  This presentation, with a particular emphasis on the founding of the  
Universities of Puerto Rico (1903), of Hawai'i (1907), and of the Philippines (1908), reads for traces of 
war in these post-war reconstruction projects that implicitly and explicitly sought to legitimate the        
incorporation of new lands and new subjects to the United States.  Based on archival research          
conducted at each of these institutions of higher learning, this talk examines how contested conceptions 
of empire may have manifested in and through these universities during their early decades.  Building on 
these findings, this presentation also assesses the extent to which these conceptions of empire continue 
to be both current and contested under neoliberal globalization today. Images courtesy of Victor Bascara. 
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ABOVE: Detail from “School Begins”                   
Louis Dalrymple, The Journal (Minneapolis) c. 1899. 
BELOW: Photograph from Kapalapala  
(University of Hawai’I yearbook) c. 1937. 


